
Church, 

 

Because we are unable to be together for our normal Good Friday service this year we wanted 

to provide an at-home guide for family worship. We took the seven passages from the Gospel of 

John we have used in past years and provided them below along with some ways to respond 

after each reading. There are also three opportunities for discussion, prayer and singing with 

those you are participating with. Please use this as a guide for preparing your hearts to 

celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Sunday. Familiar songs were chosen to make it easy to 

sing at home without music or you can find the songs on Spotify with the provided links if you’d 

rather sing along with a recorded version. We also provided additional songs you can listen to 

throughout the day on Good Friday. 

 

 

Read:   

 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, 

also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, having procured a 

band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with 

lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 

forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus 

said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. So he asked them again, “Whom 

do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, 

if you seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those 

whom you gave me I have lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck 

the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So Jesus 

said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given 

me?” So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 

bound him. First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high 

priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one 

man should die for the people. (John 18:1-14) 

 

Respond:  

 

Even as Judas has betrayed Jesus and the soldiers come to arrest him, Jesus demonstrates his 

complete control over the situation by knowing it would happen and still allowing it. Take a 

minute to reflect on the fact that you are not truly in control of your life but there is One who has 

total control over all things. 

 

 

 

 

 



Read: 

 

Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the 

high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter stood outside at 

the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the 

servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl at the door said to 

Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the 

servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing 

and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. The high 

priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have 

spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all 

Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who have 

heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said these things, one of 

the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high 

priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I 

said is right, why do you strike me?” Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

(John 18:15-24) 

 

Respond: 

 

Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends, yet he denied Jesus instead of facing opposition. 

However, Jesus would go on to restore Peter and he would become one of the leaders of the 

early church. In what specific ways or areas of your life have you rejected Jesus’ rule and reign, 

seeking comfort or pleasure instead? Discuss with those you are participating with. 

 

Pray:  

 

Father, we confess that we have often rejected Jesus and clung onto our desires instead. Thank 

you that our relationship with you is built on the blood of Christ and not our performance. As the 

sovereign creator and sustainer of the universe you are worthy of our worship and obedience. 

Help us to follow you faithfully and repent quickly when we sin. In Jesus name, amen. 

 

Sing: 

 

I once was lost in darkest night 

Yet thought I knew the way 

The sin that promised joy and life 

Had led me to the grave 

I had no hope that You would own 

A rebel to Your will 

And if You had not loved me first 

I would refuse You still 

 

But as I ran my hell-bound race 



Indifferent to the cost 

You looked upon my helpless state 

And led me to the cross 

And I beheld God’s love displayed 

You suffered in my place 

You bore the wrath reserved for me 

Now all I know is grace 

 

Hallelujah! All I have is Christ 

Hallelujah! Jesus is my life 

 

Now, Lord, I would be Yours alone 

And live so all might see 

The strength to follow Your commands 

Could never come from me 

Oh Father, use my ransomed life 

In any way You choose 

And let my song forever be 

My only boast is You 

 

“All I Have is Christ” by Jordan Kauflin 

 

 

 

Read: 

 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one 

of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the servants of the high 

priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden 

with him?” Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. Then they led Jesus from the 

house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did 

not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the 

Passover. So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him 

over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The 

Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfill the word that 

Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die. So Pilate entered his 

headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 

answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate 

answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 

What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 

this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. 

But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 

answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have 

https://open.spotify.com/track/65kxdpXxTk6IpahSnJBiT1?si=HnZZauVMQHa5YmL1KPtHEw


come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the 

Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man 

for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” They cried 

out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. (John 18:25-40) 

 

Respond: 

 

Jesus is a King but his kingdom is not of this world. Take a minute to reflect on the fact that as 

Christians even as we live in this broken world we are also citizens of a heavenly kingdom that 

is without sin or suffering and we will one day reign with Christ in that kingdom. 

 

 

Read: 

 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am 

bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When 

the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to 

them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered him, 

“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the 

Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He entered his 

headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 

So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to 

release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority 

over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to 

you has the greater sin.” From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If 

you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 

Caesar.” So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 

judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the 

day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold 

your King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 

“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he 

delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

 

Respond: 

 

Jesus, God incarnate, the second person of the trinity, the true King of all creation, allowed 

himself to be mocked and treated as a criminal. Have you become so accustomed to the Easter 

story that you fail to be moved by the brutality shown to Jesus? How can we do a better job of 

continually reminding ourselves of God’s incredible love for us? Discuss with those you are 

participating with. 



 

Pray: 

 

Father, we confess that the Easter story is so familiar to us that the harsh treatment of Jesus 

hardly affects us. Help us to see the weight of our sin towards you and the depth of your love for 

us in this story. Thank you for leaving heaven in order to come down and rescue us from our 

brokenness. We look forward to that day when we will see you face to face and enter into your 

New Creation where there will be no more sin and no more sadness. In Jesus name, amen. 

 

Sing: 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life – 

I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart – 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

“How Deep the Father’s Love” by Stewart Townend 

 

 

 

 

 

https://open.spotify.com/track/3kGPTOG6wMI7DYjCFnbvBu?si=IrEjeaNcQDGZQuQtIN32Ug


Read: 

 

So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a 

Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, 

one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the 

cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in 

Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 

the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” Pilate answered, “What I have 

written I have written.” (John 19:16b-22) 

 

Respond: 

 

The punishment for sin is death and death is what we all deserve. It isn’t just murderers and 

thieves who have offended God with their sin, we all have. Take a minute to reflect on the fact 

that God himself took our place and was crucified for our sins.  

 

 

Read: 

 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, 

one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 

top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 

shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them,  

and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of 

Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 

mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And 

from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 

finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 

sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had 

received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

(John 19:23-30) 

 

Respond: 

 

Jesus’ death on the cross involved the fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies, revealing 

that this was always God’s plan to redeem fallen humanity. Take a minute to reflect on the fact 

that if God had not provided a way for you to return to him you would still be lost and without 

hope. 

 

 

 

 



Read: 

 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the 

Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 

broken and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, 

and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he 

was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 

spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness—his 

testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. For these 

things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” And 

again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” After these 

things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he 

came and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the 

body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in 

which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb 

was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. (John 19:31-42) 

 

Respond: 

 

The Jews and Romans thought they had gotten rid of Jesus, but John says he is writing these 

things “that you also may believe.” Take a minute to consider Jesus’ sacrificial death for your 

sins and evaluate your relationship with him in light of what he has done for you. In what ways 

are you doing well in your walk with Christ? In what ways could you do better? Discuss with 

those you are participating with. 

 

Pray: 

 

Father, you allowed your only Son to be murdered and buried in a cave in order that I might be 

able to know you. Forgive me for all the ways I fall short of loving you as I should. Thank you for 

Jesus’ atoning death and the fact that when you look at me you see his righteousness and not 

my sin. Help me to live a life that honors you in everything I do. In Jesus name, amen. 

 

Sing: 

 

Oh, to see the dawn 

Of the darkest day: 

Christ on the road to Calvary. 

Tried by sinful men, 

Torn and beaten, then 

Nailed to a cross of wood. 

 



This, the power of the cross: 

Christ became sin for us, 

Took the blame, bore the wrath: 

We stand forgiven at the cross. 

 

Oh, to see the pain 

Written on Your face 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin; 

Every bitter thought, 

Every evil deed 

Crowning Your bloodstained brow. 

 

Now the daylight flees, 

Now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its Maker bows His head. 

Curtain torn in two, 

Dead are raised to life; 

‘Finished!’ the victory cry. 

 

Oh, to see my name 

Written in the wounds, 

For through Your suffering I am free. 

Death is crushed to death, 

Life is mine to live, 

Won through Your selfless love. 

 

This, the power of the cross: 

Son of God, slain for us. 

What a love! What a cost! 

We stand forgiven at the cross. 

 

"The Power of the Cross" by Stewart Townend and Keith Getty 

 

 

 

Additional Songs: 

 

“Rock of Ages” 

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

“It is Well” 

“Be Thou My Vision” 

“Amazing Grace” 

“How Great Thou Art” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

https://open.spotify.com/track/3DeLnhYnn5kCNpNCwarxlC?si=051SlrIMTXytAaKkIxb3nQ


“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

“Jesus Paid it All” 

 

 

Click here for a Spotify Playlist of the songs listed above. 

 

 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/58DeH9HVKVNTt8AOovWmBB?si=_PVQmNv2RDGNKJnZzZ5aFA

