
 
Road to joy: a study of Philippians 

The joy of a life-giving presence, Philippians 2:14-18 

LEARNING THE WORD 

1. Read Philippians 2:14-18. What stands out to you? What are the big ideas?

2. How are these verses connected to what comes before in verses 12-13? Why do you think Paul chooses to 
address grumbling and disputing immediately after telling us to “work out our own salvation”?

3. What are some of the reasons Paul gives in verse 15 for why Christians shouldn’t be characterized by 
grumbling or disputing?

4. In verses 16 and 17, Paul uses the images of running, laboring, and of Old Testament sacrifices to describe 
Christian life and ministry. Why do you think Paul uses these images? What thoughts, ideas, or emotions do 
they stir up for you?

LIVING THE WORD

5. What are some situations, circumstances, or people that most often cause you to grumble? What would it 
look like to trust in God’s love and care for you in these instances instead of grumbling?

6. What are some practical ways you can be a life-giving presence at home, at work, at church, and around our 
city? Give some specific examples. 

7. How does a life-giving presence help us build bridges with people who need to hear about Jesus, but might 
otherwise be resistant to the gospel? How does grumbling and disputing damage our ability to share Christ 
with someone?

8. This passage shows us that nothing in the world was more important to Paul than his faith and the faith of 
others. What are some ways we can take the faith of others’ seriously? What would it look like, in our context, 
to pour ourselves out for the faith of others?

9. Paul’s primary motivator for being a life-giving presence at all times and pouring himself out for the faith of 
others was eternity. What practices do you have that help you keep an eternal perspective from day-to-day? 
What practices might you start this week?
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